THE RISING
conditions, would not have seemed strange to a Norman
or a German baron. Sometimes traces of Scandinavian
law, as along the Basque coast, altered the conditions of
chieftainship and of land transfer, but the general con-
ditions were European and not Semitic, Asiatic, or Moor-
ish. The Moors and the Jews found themselves out of
touch with the new regime and oppressed. But this was
nothing to the secret and unseen struggle which must
have gone on in thousands of heads and hearts, all the
more powerful because it was unsuspected even by the
persons themselves, between Asiatic and African longings
and impulses and the new laws of restriction and self-
denial
Spam is a deeply religious land, and yet from time to
time throughout the ages when there has been revolu-
tion, these suppressed emotions of savage cruelty, of
Asiatic barbarity, have come to the front. They are
always most noticeable in those parts where the mixture
of Asiatic and African blood is the strongest. That is
why Navarre and the Basque countries, Old Castile and
Aragon, Leon and the Astunas, have been freer than
other Spanish provinces of the terrible blood guilt which
during the past year has afflicted Spain. It is necessary
to interpose here that the so-called Asturian miners
who have rendered themselves so notorious are seldom
of Asturian descent, and that the vast majority of the
real fixed inhabitants of that province are Right and
Nationalist.
As long ago as 1929 I pointed out the inevitable associa-
tion between Republicanism and disorder and massacre
in a long conversation I had at that moment with Senor
Alexander Lerroux, then a prominent leader of the
Republican Party, striving to upset the monarchy and
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